UNRULY FAMILY
study—* Wilkes for ever!   Number Forty-five for ever!'   How
now and then he himself had to resort to corporal punishment in
his dealing with his sons.  But is this proof of unwise parenthood ?
High-spirited youngsters—and the Princes were high-spirited
boys—require firm handling; and the rough justice of the cane
or birch is sometimes the only and the kindest way to maintain
parental authority.   As a matter of fact George was very fond of
children, and particularly of boys.    When he was down at
Windsor nothing gave him greater pleasure than to meet and
talk with the boys at Eton.   There is a delightful story which
demonstrates how well the King understood boys.   He had in-
vited a number of the boys from the school to visit him, and then
he kept them for supper on the Terrace; but at the same time he
* remembered to forget' to extend the invitation to their masters,
who went home supperless, while the boys had a thoroughly
happy time with the King.   On another occasion George learnt
that the Headmaster had expelled one of the boys for poaching
in Windsor Park—' a misdemeanour which was not uncommon ':
he thought the punishment far too severe, and while he would
not undermine the Head's authority by specially pleading the
delinquent's case he could—and did—offer him a commission in
the Guards !   Any movement for improving the lot of children
was always assured of the King's interest; and at a time when the
fiercest champions of political liberty were still unimpressed by
the need for popular education the King could be found saying
that he hoped ' to see the day when every poor child in my
dominions will be able to read his Bible/
As the head of his House it fell to George's lot to watch over
his brothers and sisters. Brothers might be allowed to look after
themselves; but it was necessary to see that sisters were com-
fortably 'settled in life'; and when he came to the throne in 1760
George found that at least two of his sisters were c marriageable.'
For Augusta, his eldest sister, he and his mother found a husband
in Charles, Duke of Brimswick-Wolfenbuttel. The choice,
however, was destined to be a most unfortunate one. The Duke
was a competent soldier, brave as a lion in batde; but he was
coarse and tactless; and poor Augusta in Brunswick—which
Bedford described asc one of the worst towns even in Germany '
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